
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CSDP Orientation Course 
Ohrid, Republic of North Macedonia 

 9 – 13 October 2023 

Tentative programme  
(23-24/3/3) 

 
 
 
 

Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna 
Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje 

RACVIAC Centre for Security Cooperation, Zagreb 
 
 
 
 

Course Venue 
Hotel Bellevue/Metropol Lake Resort – Ohrid 
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and 
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Monday 9 October 2023 
  
08:30 – 09:00 Registration 
  
09:00 – 10:00 Opening statements and course outline 
 • Ms Sandra KICK  

Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna  
• Col Prof Dr Mitko BOGDANOSKI 

Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje 
  
10:00 – 10:30 Group photo and coffee break 

 
10:30 – 10:45 Introduction 

Ms Jessica GUSSARVIUS 
The European Security and Defence College  
European External Action Service, Brussels 

  
10:45 – 12:15 The European Union – European strategies and policies  

within the framework of the CSDP 
Dr Sven BISCOP 
Egmont Royal Institute for International Relations, Brussels 

  
12:15 – 13:15 Lunch break 
  
13:15 – 14:45 Recent developments in the CSDP 

Dr Jochen REHRL 
Austrian Military Representation to the EU and NATO, Brussels 

  
14:45 – 15:15 Coffee break 
  
15:15 – 16:45 The EU’s integrated approach to crisis management 

Mr Marcus HOUBEN 
Netherlands Ministry of Defence, Amsterdam 

  
16:45 Summing up 

 
18:00 – 20:00 Ice-breaker reception with words of welcome 

Col Christian SMUTEK 
Austrian Defence Attaché, Skopje & Belgrade 
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Tuesday 10 October 2023 
 
 

09:00 – 10:30 CSDP Missions and Operations, Capability Development, 
EU Crisis Management Procedures and Crisis Response  
Mechanism 
Dr Jochen REHRL 
Austrian Military Representation to the EU and NATO, Brussels 

  
10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 
  
10:45 – 12:15 Regional aspects of the CSDP – perspectives on Ukraine 

Mr Christoph BILBAN (vtc) 
Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna  

  
12:15 – 13:15 Lunch break 
  
13:15 – 14:45 Regional aspects of the CSDP – perspectives on Africa 

Dr Gerald HAINZL 
Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna 

  
14:45 – 15:15 Coffee break 
  
15:15 – 16:45 Regional aspects of the CSDP – the Western Balkans 

Dr Predrag JUREKOVIĆ 
Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna 

  
16:45 – 18:15 North Macedonia’s EU expectations  

Gen Prof Dr Metodi HADJI-JANEV 
Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje  

  
18:15 Summing up 
  
 Free evening 
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Wednesday 11 October 2023 
 
09:00 – 10:30 

 
The EU Maritime Security Strategy 

 Mr Marcus HOUBEN 
Netherlands Ministry of Defence, Amsterdam 

  
10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 
  
10:45 – 12:15 Security and irregular migration in the Western Balkans,   

expert facts and scholarly findings  
Dr Sandra CVIKIĆ  

 Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar Regional Center, Vukovar 
 
 

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch break 
  
13:15 – 13:45 Introduction to parallel breakout groups 

Ms Sandra KICK 
Col Prof Dr Mitko BOGDANOSKI 

  
13:45 – 17:00 Culture event in Ohrid 
  
17:00 – 21:00 Hosted dinner 
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Thursday 12 October 2023 
 
09:00 – 10:30 

 
Working with CSDP partners – experiences from the field 

 Gen Prof Dr Metodi HADJI-JANEV 
Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje 

  
10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 
  
10:45 – 12:15 Panel discussion: emerging security challenges 

• Challenges in cybersecurity 
Col Prof Dr Mitko BOGDANOSKI 
Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje 

• Challenges for the European energy sector  
N.N. (tbc) 

  
12:15 – 13:15 Lunch break 
  
13:15 – 15:00 Parallel breakout groups 
  
15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break 
  
15:30 – 17:30 Parallel breakout groups 
  
18:30 – 21:00 Official dinner  
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Friday 13 October 2023 
  
 

08:30 – 10:00 Presentation of breakout groups results 
  
10:00 – 10:30 Coffee break 
  
10:30 – 12:30 Protection of civilians under the CSDP 

Ms Susanne GYÖRÖG (vtc) 
Austrian Centre for Peace, Stadtschlaining 

  
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break 
  
13:00 – 14:00 
 

Future prospects for the CSDP 
Dr Riccardo SCALAS 
Netherlands Defence Academy, The Hague 

  
14:00 – 15:00 Closing remarks  

• H.E. Ambassador Martin PAMMER 
Austrian Ambassador to North Macedonia, Skopje & Belgrade 

• H.E. Ambassador Constantin-Mihail GRIGORIE 
Director of RACVIAC Centre for Security Cooperation, Zagreb 

 • Representative from the North Macedonia Ministry of Defence (tbc) 
 

 Certificate ceremony 
• Ms Sandra KICK  

Austrian National Defence Academy, Vienna 
• Col Prof Dr Mitko BOGDANOSKI 

Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”, Skopje  
 

from 15:00 Individual departures 
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EEAS 
ESDC Secretariat 

Rue d’Arlon/Aarlenstraat 62, 1046 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 2 584 6217 

Email: Secretariat-ESDC@eeas.europa.eu 
 
 
 
 

Austrian National Defence Academy 
Research Management and Cooperation 

Stiftgasse 2a, 1070 Vienna 
Tel.: +43 50201 10 28005 

Email: conference@bmlv.gv.at 
 
 
 
 

Military Academy “General Mihailo Apostolski”  
St Vasko Karangelevski, Skopje 

Tel.: +389 2 3283 603 
Email: va@ugd.edu.mk 

 
 
 
 

RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation 
Stari Hrast 53, Rakitje, 10437 Bestovje 

Tel.: +385 1 3330 803 
Email: info@racviac.org 

 

tel:%2B38923283603
mailto:jasmin.sofic@psotc.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=racviac.org&ei=NYu2ZIv-DPiO9u8P-_e7-A0&ved=0ahUKEwjL7JKtppiAAxV4h_0HHfv7Dt8Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=racviac.org&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiC3JhY3ZpYWMub3JnSLMTUJAIWKYOcAF4AJABAJgBlgGgAZ8JqgEDMC45uAEDyAEA-AEB4gMEGAEgQeIDBRIBMSBAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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